Harry Kono Recruits an African American Baseball Player 


The Dai Tokyo* 


baseball club 

of Japan enters 
into a contract 
with American 
baseball player 
James E. Bon- 
ner in 1936. 
The American 
agent for the 
transaction 
was Harry Kono 
of Alameda, CA. 


Bonner was the 
first African 
American to 

play baseball 
professionally 
in Japan, 11 
years before 
Jackie Robin- 
son broke the 
color barrier in 
Major League 
Baseball. 


Bonner re- 
ceived free 
transportation 
to Japan and 
back for the 


one year life of 


the contract 
and was paid 
400 yen per 
month in salary. 
Japanese play- 
ers averaged 
140 yen. 
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THIS oe made this Sth day of September, 1956, 
by and between Oms: . Berikan lak. hereinafter 
Called First Party, and E, mis hereinafter called 
Second Party, 

WIPTHE N ; 
That whereas First Party is an organisation engaged 
in producing professional baseball games in Japan, end 
Whereas, Second Party is a professional baseball 
player of the a ge of years, 
NOR, THTREPORE, IT IS HEREBY AGRERD by and between 
the parties hereto as follows: 

(1) That Second Party will play professional baseball 
for First Party in Japan at any and all baseball games required 
by First Party for the period of one (1) year. 

(2) That First Party, for and in consideration of the 
playing of baseball games by Second Party, will pay to second 
Party the sum of four hundred (400) yen per month, payable on 
or about the tenth day of each month as follows; one-hundred and 
sixty (160) yen to be paid in hand to Second Party; two hundred 
and forty (240) yen to be deposited to the eredit of Second Party 
in the Yokohama Specie Bank, Yokohama, Japan, for conversion 
into dollara and transmission to the credit of Second Party in 
the Bank of America National Trust and Savings Association, 
Oakland Wain Office, vakland, California, Said First Party 
further agrees to give to Second Party a duplicate deposit tag 


* 7 Me 


-A — — 


showing the deposit of 240 yen in the Yokohame Speete Bank as 
aforesaid, 

(3) That Firet Party agrees to my for the transporta- 
tion of Second Party from the City of San Francisco to Japan, and 
at the termination of this contraet, the transportation of Second 


-le 


*later the Shochiku Robins 


Kashu Mainichi Shinbun March 3, 1936 


PRO BASEBALL IN JAPAN 
The names of the seven re- 
cently organized professional 
baseball teams of the All-Japan 
League are the Tokyo Giants, 


Dai Tokyo Club, Tokyo Sena- 
tors, Osaka Tigers, Nagoya, Na- 
goya Kinko Club, and the Osaka 
Hankyu Club. 


“| think that Kono was respected, ana 
given [his] role as a scout... reconfirms 
the important role that Japanese-Amer- 
icans play because they understand 
the language and the customs of both 
countries,” baseball historian Bill Sta- 
ples said. “So they play an important 
role behind the scenes in negotiating 
contracts and organizing chores. To 
me, that’s one of the more important 
stories of Jimmy Bonner.” 


Harry Kono remained very busy in 
1936, bringing the Waseda University 
baseball team to America on May 14. 

In June they would play the team that 
Harry managed, the Alameda Taiiku 
kai (ATK). 


Bonner’s career didn’t last long in Ja- 
pan He arrived on October 5, 1936 

and played several positions, batting 
-458 in 24 at bats. But his defense was 
lacking and he generally did not play 
well. He was dismissed from the team 
by mid November. He returned to the 
states and worked for the Pullman 
company while also playing semi-pro 
baseball. 


He died in 1963, mostly forgotten. 


Three Japanese 
Nines To Play 
Waseda In June 


Harry Kono 
Books Teams 
For Visitors 


for their next 
game on Sumday, June 28. On the 
2%h of June, they will go on a 
sightsesing trip to Yosemite, re- 
turning the following day. Tues- 
day, June 30, for their final game 
against the Alameda Taiikus on 
the transbay diamond. 


Above: Nichibei Shinbun ° May 1, 1936 


Bill Staples quote courtesy of japanball.com 


https: //japanball.com/articles-features /japanese- 
baseball-historical-profiles/breaking-barriers-black- 
ballplayers-in-japan/ 


Right after WWII ended, Harry moved 
his family to Selma, CA. He never re- 
turned to Alameda and like Bonner, 
is largely forgotten. 


Party from Japan to the City of San Francisco. Said transportation 
to be paid by furnishing said Second Party with one special third- 
cless ticket aboard the N. T. K. line. 

(4) It is hereby agreed by and between the parties hereto 
that this contract shall rewain in full forco and effect for the 
period of one year, unless terminated sooner by First Party 
as hereinabove provided, 

(5) First Party agrees to pay for all traveling expenses 
of Second Party. Second Party agrees to pay for all his living 
expenses, including the purchasing of lodging, food and clothes. 

(6) It is hereby agreed by and between the parties hereto 
that payment to Second Party under this contract, as hereinabove 
provided, shall commence on the 10th day of September, 1936. 

(7) Second Party agrees that under no conditions will 
he play baseball with anyone for the period of one year, commencing 
September 10, 1956, except with the consent of First Party, 

(6) IT IS PURTHER AGREED by and between the parties hereto 
that should Second Party not prove satisfactory to First Party, 
said First Party reserves the right to terminate and cancel this 

_____eontrast at ony time, anything herein contained ta the contrary 


State of Cal On this gt aa of Wen. in the year One Thousand 
$8. Nine Hundred and Thirty-six... before me, = 88 ——— 
County of Alameda | a Notary Public in and for the County of Alameda Stata af — — Borie 
duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeare 1 Wappy- 23 — 
agent of Dai. ical salsa and James: K. 
Bonner — ie a 
known to me to be the persong described in and whose a ‘are subscribed to the 
within instrument, 0 . zag s 


and & * acknow TEO to me that. t- pry executed the same 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my Official Seal, the day 


and year in this certificate first 


GENERAL ACKNOWLEDGENENT 611 
Paiton Bres “tationers zE 


THIS CONTRACT made this Sth day of September, 1956, j 
dr and between * e Clak ravesnasion 
alle First Party, and JANÉS E, BONNER, hereinafter called 
Second Party, 

WIPRNRSSET Me 
! That whoneas First Party is an organization engaged 
in producing professional baseball games in Japan, mā 

Whereas, Second Party is a professional baseball 
player of the a g of years, 

HOW, THTREPORE, IY IS HEREBY AGRERD by and between 
the parties hereto as follows: 

(1) That Second Party will play professional baseball 
_ for First Party in Japan at any and all baseball games required 
dr Pirst Party for the period of one (1) year. 
| (2) That First Party, for and in consideration of the 
| playing of baseball games by Second Party, wid pay co second 

Party the sum of four hundred (400) yen per month, payable on 
| or about the tenth day of each month as follows; one-hundred and 
sixty (160) yen to be paid in hand to Second Party; two hundred 
and forty (240) yen to be deposited to the eredit of Second Party 
in the Yokohama Specie Bank, Yokohama, Japan, for conversion 
| into dollars and transmission to the aredit of Second Party in 
the Bank of Amorica National Trust end Savings Assoc lat ton, 
Oakland Wain Office, vakland, California, Said First Party 
further agrees to give to Second Party a duplicate deposit tag 
Showing the deposit of 2&0 yèn in the Tokohame Specie Bank as 
aforesaid, 

(5) That Firet Party agrees to my for the transporta- 
tion of Second Party from the City of San Francisco to Japan, and 
at the termination of this contraet, the transportation of Second 


— eee 
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Party from Japan to the City of San Francisco, Said transportation 
to be paid by furnishing said Second Party with one special thirds 
class ticket aboard the N. T. K. line. 

(4) It is hereby agreed by and between the parties hereto 
that this contract shall rewain in full force and effect for the 
period of one year, unless terminated sooner by First Party 
as hereinabove provided, | 

(5) First Party agrees to pay for all traveling expenses 
of Second Party. Second Party agrees to pay for all his living 
expenses, including the purchasing of lodging, food and clothes. 

(6) It is hereby agreed by and between the parties hereto 
that payment to Second Party under this contract, as hereinabove 
provided, shall commence on the 10th day of September, 1936. 

(7) Second Party agrees that under no conditions will 
he play baseball with anyone for the period of one year, commencing 
September 10, 1936, mrmeept with the consent of First Party, 

(8) IT IS FURTHER AGREED by and between the parties hereto 
that should Second Party not prove satisfactory to First Party, 
said First Party reserves the right to terminate and cancel this 


OE) ee o — time, anything herein contained ta the contrary __ 
ie, y 3 
8 of Calif i = this 8t ü a of September. -in the year One Thousand 
Rix gen Nine Hu and PHAR GE y—BAK-—. -before ma. 
2 County of Alameda ; a Notary in and forthe County of Alameda, Sate of Califor, residing ther 


duly commissioned and sworn, personally appeared 


agent of Dai. Tokyo Baseball Club, and James: K. 
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tis Gun ME That tao hand and affixed my Official Seal, the day 
and year in this certificate first Z 


GENERAL ACKNOWLEDGENENT 411 
Paiton Bros. Stationers 


